REPORTED SPEECH – 3º ESO 

DIRECT VS. INDIRECT SPEECH

· DIRECT SPEECH: the exact words that someone says. 
“There is a fly in my soup!" screamed Simone. 
· REPORTED SPEECH: to say what someone else said. 
Simone screamed that there was a fly in her soup




REPORTING VERBS

Basic/neutral: “say” and “tell” – They are usually written in the PAST TENSE (“said” and “told”)
· Be careful!
Tell + indirect object + that…: Dan told us that she was wrong. 
Say + (to + indirect object) + that…: Dan said (to us) that she was wrong.

Reporting verbs for…
1. Statements: admit, announce, answer, apologise, state, inform, declare, mention, insist, remind, etc. 
We can also use: think, know or realise. 
2. Questions: enquire, request, want to know, wonder, etc. 
3. Orders: demand, order, shout, warn, etc. 
4. Requests: beg. 
5. Offers: offer. 
6. Suggestions: advise, invite, recommend, suggest, etc. 

Examples:
· “We will be home late”  They mentioned that they would be home late. 
· “Did you see him at the party?” asked Mary  Mary wanted to know if I had seen him at the party. 
· “Phone me when you get there!” She reminded me to phone her when I got there. 
· “You should get a better job.”  My father advised me to get a better job. 
· “It’s a bad idea,” she said.  She thought that it was a bad idea. 

***After the REPORTING VERB, we write “THAT”. 




[bookmark: _GoBack]
TENSE SHIFTS 
Reported speech is commonly used to talk about the past, so tense shifts going “backwards” in time are needed. 

	DIRECT SPEECH
	REPORTED SPEECH

	Present simple
	Past simple

	Present continuous
	Past continuous

	Past simple
	Past perfect 

	Present perfect
	Past perfect 

	*Past perfect
	*Past perfect 

	Future simple
	Conditional (would)

	Can 
	Could

	Must
	Had to 

	Have to 
	Had to 

	May 
	Might  







OTHER CHANGES

· Personal pronouns (http://www.studyandexam.com/time-pronoun-change-in-indirect-speech.html if needed) 

· Time and place expressions; demonstrative and possessive adjectives and pronouns.
	DIRECT SPEECH
	REPORTED SPEECH

	Now
	Then 

	Today, tonight 
	That day, that night

	Tomorrow 
	The next day, the following day

	Yesterday 
	The previous day, the day before

	Last night
	The previous night, the night before

	Next week, year… 
	The following week, year… 

	A week ago
	A week before

	Here 
	There 

	This, these
	That, those










QUESTIONS AND REPORTED QUESTIONS

1. TYPE 1: YES/NO QUESTIONS.
· Reporting verb: ask. 
· The second clause is introduced by “IF” or “WHETHER”. 
· The question is transformed into an AFFIRMATIVE SENTENCE. 
Example: 
· “Do you have any new clothes?” they asked Tim. 
They asked Tim if/whether he had any new clothes. 

2. TYPE 2: INFORMATION QUESTIONS (WH-QUESTIONS).
· These questions are the ones that start with: what, who, where, when, why, whose…
Example (look at the changes): 
· “What type of robot did she invent?” we asked. 
We asked what type of robot she had invented. 

* Reported questions can also show what people aren’t sure about or don’t know:
- He wanted to know/wondered why the product hadn’t been successful. 



REPORTED ORDERS, REQUESTS AND OFFERS

Reporting verbs: suggest and recommend in the PAST TENSE, so “suggested” and “recommended”. 
· Additional reporting verbs: “advise” or “invite. 

There are two different ways: 

· A clause: THAT + SUBJECT + VERB (BASE FORM) 
· “Let’s go to the robot exhibition,” Peter suggested. 
Peter suggested that we go to the robot exhibition. 

· A gerund: you do not specify any subject. 
· “Let’s buy this robot!” 
He suggested buying that gadget. 





NOTE: Have you noticed the punctuation in DIRECT SPEECH sentences? 
“Let’s go to the robot exhibition,” Peter suggested. 
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